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LONDON FOR RAY SEITZ AND AMBASSADOR EASUM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEW, EAIR, CASC, PINS, NI 

SUBJECT: CESSNA AIRCRAFT AND PILOTS DETAINED IN NIGERIA 
REF: (A) LAGOS 9371 (B) STATE 201547 

1 . EXPLAINING THAT WE ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS AS RESULT OF 
CESSNA INQUIRY TO DEPARTMENT, EMBASSY APPROACHED MEA TODAY TO 
ASK WHEN PLANES MIGHT BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE FLIGHT TO KINSHASA. 
WE TOLD MEA OF CESSNA CONCERN OVER THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE 
AIRCRAFT AND OF COMPANY'S DESIRE TO FERRY SEVERAL MORE AIRCRAFT 
TO KINSHASA PER AGREEMENT WITH ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT. MEA 
OFFICIAL (DIRECTOR OF AFRICA DEPARTMENT) CONFIRMED THAT FRENCH, 
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THAT FMG HAS NOT YET RESPONDED TO ANY OF THEM. OFFICIAL SAID 
NEITHER HIS OFFICE NOR MEA ACTUALLY HANDLING THE MATTER BUT 
DECLINED TO TELL US WHICH AGENCY OF FMG IS RUNNING WITH THE BALL. 
(COMMENT: THIS WOULD APPEAR TO CONFIRM OUR EARLIER ASSUMPTION 
THAT NIGERIAN SECURITY APPARATUS IN CHARGE. END COMMENT). 

DIRECTOR ADDED THAT HE HOPED "WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS'" THE "APPRO- 
PRIATE AUTHORITIES" WOULD HAVE "NEWS FOR ALL OF YOU." 

2. CONSULAR OFFICER FROM BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSION IN 
IBADAN TRAVELING TO BENIN CITY AUGUST 16 TO SEE PILOTS. EMBASSY 

HAS REQUESTED THROUGH HICOMM LAGOS THAT HE INQUIRE INTO CONDITION 
OF PLANES. BRITISH REPORT THAT NIGERIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE TURNED 
DOWN SUGGESTION (REF A) THAT PLANES BE FLOWN FROM UGHELLI TO 
PORT HARCOURT SO THAT THEY CAN BE PROPERLY MAINTAINED. SENIOR 
PILOT COBB (UK SUBJECT) HAS EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN THAT WATER 
CONDENSATION IN FUEL TANKS AND EXPOSURE TO ELEMENTS MAY MAKE 
PLANES UNSERVICEABLE. 

3. EMBASSY AS YET UNABLE TO CONTACT ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR WHO IS 
PERSONALLY HANDLING MATTER FOR GOZ, HIS FIRST SECRETARY 
HAVING DEPARTED FOR KINSHASA. WILL KEEP TRYING. 

4. WILL REPORT RESULTS OF BRITISH FINDINGS WHEN AVAILABLE. 

CAHILL 
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